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; nr. Sen oavls«4. Vtat isfoxnatio& pert&lalx^ to tbe J ^-31 > 
or 1-16 VetUaebouM Jet enffloo vaa ovmllebltt to scbject Perl In tIov of 
tbaF* feet that be bed been In eberce of the teetlnj of the XP-59 alrpUao 
«bleb ueed thle ei^doe* Aeoordlnd to the reeorde of tbe BkCA, the XP-9 
bed been eoqplated for teetinv pui^poeee prior to Aufttit^ Jdbb. Tvetber, 
lt~tne~aafl.nl teXy~evldanced~tbet~>erl'bed^ arcoanectton vltb tMe~plant b/ 
reeeoo of o anaareodta tdxleb be adfanltted on Jtereb 19 ^ X9^5# re ownenain g o 
ralee la eaJarp for one of tbe en gl n e er e tfbo vorked oa the XP*99 pleno odor 
hie evverrlelon. 

Xt iRlfibt be acted bore tbet the elxp3aae tne prodnood bgr 
tbe Bell Aircreft Oo^penor# et tAieb eo^peaj iaftnl I. BehevehsAot rqoooeototlvo 
of the Soviet Oonrenoent Porebeelne CooBdeeiob, me eee l cMd la 1^. MdLlo it 
ie isdleeted that the infoTBatlon coaeerclac tble air cocqpreemioa ezvciae 
esenated froa Sehevcheskoj tble bee not beea eoneluelvelx eetebUabedi for 
ehieb reaeon edditioael lavestligatioa la preeeatlp being conducted ea tbe 
poeelbiUtgr tbet Perl mj have beoa the eouroe of tble iif oxmtlaB. 


me Better ehould roeelTe eapeditiooe ettoatloa. 
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900 Standard Building' 
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Director, -FBI 



■ :: ;; : Re:" WILLIAM PERL, ’Aka. 

, - f ESPIOMAGE - Rl PERJURY ' 

t 'rh v ■ • (Bufile 65-59312) 


Dear Sir ; V -v ;'; ; V=^.-. . ■ .. -.Vv 

• Rerep SA JOHN B. O'DONOOHUE, 5/17/51. Cleveland; • 
Bulets dated 5/19/51 re the ■Lexin^on Report" and re info 
concerning air compreasion engine Tprobahly 1-16 or J-31 



. "j According to the above mentioned persons, PERL worked 

on the P-59 doing theoretical compilations concerning the r- .. 
aarodynamlCB affecting the engine installation on the P-59« ; 

Tl^ P-59 utilized the I-l6 General Electric jet engine (now 

known -as the J-31) which ttas one of the earlier Jet engines produced 

In this country. It was, .however, preceded by the ^,_IU!>eneral 

Electrij^Je^engine_whlch-was— the-first-engtne'worked on at 

— NACA Cleveland. The first lA was received at NACA, Cleveland 

In the Pall of 19^.'-3 and work on this engine %<as limited to a 
relatively small group. After PERL's arrival in Cleveland In 
December, 19^3 he was assigned to assist on the experimentation 
of the propulsion- system of the P-59. All agreed that PERL - — 

had access to any material he desired at that or any other tlme.v':";^:"' 
.r Including secret with the exception of Atomic Energy Commission 
data. 


It was the concensus of opinion that the data concerning 
the experimental model of an air compression engine was generally 
accurate but appeared to be the statement of a layman who had 
seen a Jet engine for the first time. As to Paragraph 1, each 
person contacted advised that the statement "...it was indicated 
the quantity of the chambers had something to do with the curtal'i- 
nent of combustible fuel..." was very confusing, and made little 
if any sense. The fact that the number of the chambers was 
considered optional and that there were to be ten combustion 
chambers was generally a true statement. 

Paragraph 2 is entirely accurate insofar as it refers 
to General Electric Jet engines which in 19^4 were limited to 
either the I-l6 or lA. 

# aregraph 3 again would indicate an early Jet since ' 
compression of air reaches approximately six at- 

Paragraph 4, the tempereture of I 76 O® Fahrenheit 
appears to indicate an early Jet engine. 

.Paragraph 5 is a very general description of the 
combustion chambers of any Jet engine. 


Paragraph 6. None of those contacted were able to 
understand Paragraph 6 with the exception of G. MERRITT PRESTON, 
who advised a person with little or no engineering, background 
might well describe the rear tULrbines in such a manner. 



Director, FBI 

) It l8 pointed out that all the eclentlsta contacted 

a^ised th-'.t by the Spring of 1944 PEPX had an intimate knowledge 
ofj the workings of Jet entwines and would be able to describe 
ork in complete detail at that time. They all stressed the . 
information concemint^ the air coirpreseion engine as stated to. 
them would appear to be a description proffered by a person . 
with a limited or no er^neering-background. — , . _ 


■ Miss RUTH VANDERHOOP, Mall and Piles Section Chief, 
made available abstracts to all General Electric and Bell Aircraft 
material on file in her section, and in additi on furnished the 
complete preliminary data reports on the P-52 



Lexinrton Reraort end General Data Re PERL 


BEN PINKEL, previously described, has advised that he 
knew of no social acquaintances of PERL and regarded him as 
somewhat "stand-offish”. He described PERL as one who appeared 
to be a "true scientist" whose one aim in life was the develop- • 
Rent end expansion of pure science. He recalled on several 
occasions that PERL had been invited to visit the homes Of fellow 
employees but that PERL had in each Instance refused. 


According to PINKEL, PERL had no access to Atomic 
Energy Commission material, and it was pointed out by PINKEL 
that if anyone had given PERL the Lexington Report or other 
Atomic Energy Commleslon restricted data prior to November, . 

1949 • it would necessitate a vrrongful intent on the part of the 
person so doing. PINKEL explained this by stating that prior 
to November, 1949 no clearance had been requested for PERL 
and there would therefore be absolutely no reason to furnish 
PERL such data. He stated that after the request for clearance 
was made in November, 1949 • it could well be that someone would 
have given PERL Atonic Energy Commission restricted data with the 
idea that PERL was, in their opinion, reliable and trustworthy, 
and that it was only a matter of days before he would get Atomic 
Energy Commission clearance. PINKEL stressed that he knew of no 
such instance, however, and offered the suggestion only for what_^ 
it was worth. ' 

' ' PINKEL further advised that ALFRES^BROWSKY was very. * : 

in^dpular and although he had no knowl“df^e or any relationship ‘ 
between BOBROWSKY end PERL, he could har^ believe they would 
be compatible since they were direct opposites. The only persons 
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wl^h whom PERL aopeared to be closely acqi.ialnted In, any degree 
wete ABE^LVERSTEIN, Chief of Research, and MILTO^«JaEIN, who has 
sliice resltined from MCA. 'V* , . >.• - 

Dr. ROBERT F. SEIiDEN was recontacted on May 21, 1951 
and he advised It was possible that_PSlL_^d^OBROWSKY-may~have- 
_essoclated-infrequently- although he'knew of no Instance of such 
association. 

SELDEN was asked to furnish some sut^gestlon as to how 
PERL covild have acquired a copy of the Lexington Report and he 
offered the su.^estlon that- PERL was very close with ABE SILVERSTEIK. 
and that a copy of the report had been charged out to SILVERSTEIN 
for some tine. Re stated he had no direct knowledge that anyone 
had ever permitted PERL to see the Lexington Report or any other 
Atomic Energy Commission data, but stated that copies could have’ ' 
been left around for some time and PERL might have gained access 
to a copy in an Illegal manner. 

Mrs. EVELYN PLEMINO, nee Lasch. 27888 Osborne Road, 

Bay Village, Ohio, advised she served as secretary to ABE jSILVERSTEIN 
from 1944 to 1950. She described PERL as a close friend of ABE ' 
SILVERSTEIN. and the only’ other apparent associates of whom she 
knew were. MILTON KLEIN, KAURICE)^CKER, ARNOLfi)^IEDMAN and 
LAWRENC^)^RCUS. ^ ^ 

Mrs. FLUIIMG stated that PERL had access to secret 
data and that while she had been secretary to SILVERSTEIN she had 
maintained records of all secret date maintained in SILVERSTEIN* s 
office which was released to scientists at NACA. Before SILVERSTEIN 
became Chief of Research, FLEMING had no Atomic Energy Connlssion 
clearance, however, she had access to SILVERSTEIN* s desk, file 
cabinets, and safe, but at no time did SILVEl^TEIN maintain 
Atomic Energy Commission or NEFA data therein. It Is her opinion 
that If SILVERSTEIN had such material In his possession he would 
either have to carry It on his person or return it to the Adminis- 
tration Building. She noted that SILVERSTEIN constantly kept a 
leather briefcase in his possession. 

Mrs. FLEIIING advised she did not get Atomic Energy 
Commission clearance until approximately two months before she - 
left NACA in early 1950. She advised that the Lexington Report 
sounds familiar but Is certain she would recall handling it and 
is positive she handled nothing which contained the Atomic Energy 
Commission restricted data classification. 

\ She also advised that SILVERSTFTN was particularly 
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caireful as to Atonic Energy Connisslon data as everyone at KACA 
«a^; all were deeply aware of the Atonic Energy Act of 19^ • ■ 


Miss ALMA WILDY, 'secretary to Dr. J. C. EWARD, Chief « 
Supersonic Propulsion Division, advised she had tak«n over the 
records nalntainedby Mrs. EVELYN FLEMING when Dr.^EVVARD^BSsumed 
his_nre6ent-position-at- the time ABE'SILVnRSTEIN becane Chief 
of Research. Prior to that she had worked in the sane office 
with Mrs. PIEMING as secretary to Dr. EWARD and in Mrs. FLEMING'S 
absence as secretary to ABE SILVERSTEIN. Hiss WILDY advised 
she knew of no instance wherein PERL would have had access to 


the Atomic Energy material although she pointed out she herself 
had no access to such material. She stated that at no time, did' ~ 


Hr. SILVERSTEIN maintain Atomic Energy material in his safe to * 
her knowledge . 


She did recall, however, that in March,. ^9^8 while ABE 
SILVERSTEIN was on annuel leave in Florida, EVELllT^^EHING required 
access to SILVERSTEIN* s safe.. However, Mrs. FLEMING had either 
forgotten or had not had the oombination to this safe and was 
forced to wire SILVERSTEIN in Florida for the combination. 
SILVERSTEIN advised FLEMING of the combination by return wire and 
this wire was then placed in the Kail and Piles Section of the 
Lewis Flight Propulsion Laboratory. It was WILDY 's opinion that 
only she, Mrs. FLEMING, ABE SILVERSTEIN, and bne other person 
who had assisted Mrs. FLEI-'ING in opening the safe were aware of 
this telegram with the exception of the clerk who filed it in the 
Hail and Files Section. She pointed out that PERL was then on 
leave without pay at Columbia University and would have no 
knowledge of this incident, . 


However, in May or June, 19^9 Mrs, PLHMING went on a * 
Eix>week8 leave and Miss WILDY during the course of her daily 
work required access to SILVERSTEIN* s safe. She asked >ir. > 
SILVERSTEIN for the combination but at that time he did not ^ 
have it with him. She recalled the telegram and was able to 
secure it from Mall and Piles. After openlnt^ the safe she advised 
she realized that this telegram presented a security problem 
and she instructed the Mail and Files Section to destroy it 
and later explained to Mrs. FLEMING what she had done. The 
combination to this safe remained the same until 1950 when it . 
was changed while Miss WILDY was on leave some time between 
June. 3 and July 10, : 


;-r> 


Miss WILDY advised she furnished the above information 
solely because of its peculiarity and stated there was never 
any indication that PSIL had opened this safe himself or had any 
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Director, FBI ' -^4^- 

knoinle9gS<"bf the combination thereto. She stated that during ' ' • 
the day the safe was closed but was left on day lock which would 
necessitate a mere twist of the dial to open it. . 

Miss WILDY edv^ed that the only people with whom she ' 
had seen PERL were HAROLDt^HAMES ,* who is now in private business 
in New York, ABE SILVERSTEIN, and possibly MAURICE TUCKER. __ . 


Miss VILDY also fumlnhed a list of secret documents 
which had been charged out to PERL as is reflected by her records, 
This list is set forth immediately hereinafter. 


■ S E^C.R'E T 

•Compressibility Effects on Cascades of Low Cambered Compressor 
Blades, by Bally and Jefferson, R.A.E. (2-3-A5) 

•Preliminary Discussion on Impulsive Duct En^ilne Used for German 
Plying Bomb, by Howell, Richards, and Nock. R.A.E. (2-13-45) 

■Examination of a German Rocket Kotor Used for Assisted Take-Off, 
by Staffs of Engine Dent, and Metallurgy Dlv. Tech. Note 
EA 204, R. A. E. (2-13-45) 

■Curve Sheets - KX-544 - Cleaned Up R\m Test 32, Wright Field 
20 Ft. Wind Tunnel (German Buzz Bomb). (1-25-45) 

•S\jflunary Renort on Combustion Research - January 1943 to July 1944,1 
National Bureau of Stan^rds. (2-13-45) 

■Report No. E. A. 224/13, TN No, Aero 1502 - Tests of FZQ76 Flying 
Bomb Motor, by A. D. Baxter, D. E. Whaley, and C. Kell. 

R. A. E. (2-13-45) 




■Jet Propulsion Combustion Chamber Research - Navy contract 

H0a(8) 5152 - Prorress Report for Month of February 1945 - 
dated March 3, 1945 - by H. C. Hottel, MIT, Dept, of Chemical 
Englnecrlnfc. (5-3-45) 

■Progress Rebort on the Plow ‘Phenomena at the Inlet of a Tube 
Travelling with Supersonic Velocity, Report No. Eng, Dlv. 

18/44 - National Physical Lab. OSRD, Liaison Office. Ref. 

. No. M-A-390, by G. H. Lean. (6-2-45) 

. -t 

■Supersonic Flew pest Bodies of Revolution, by M, J. Ll^shthlll, 

B.A. of the Aerodynamics Division, N.P.L, (Fluid Motion Panel, 
. Aeronautical Research Committee) (6410-1030). (9-7-45) 


- 6 - ^ 


(3 



Director, FBI 

■Subfionlc end Supersonic High Speed Tunnel Tests of a Faired Doubled 
I Wedge Aerofoil, by W, F, Kllton, end P, W, Pruden of Aerodjrnai&lcJ 
{Division, K.P.L. (Aerodynaalcs Subcommittee, Aeronautic^ 
'"Research Committee). ( 9 - 7 -^ 5 ) 


S EJLR E TJ!L 


■/ 


ISIDORE WARSHAWSKY, Instrument Service Section, advised 
he has knovm P.^RL since 1939 when PERL first became eroployed by ; 

NACA at Langley Field. According to WARSHAWSKY PERL*, who 
lived In a small home owned by the Chief of Police of Hampton,' — ' 
Virginia, SIDlfEY HARMON, ^,LAWRKICEr)(i^cyS and his wife CELIi^PSTEIff^r* 
and other persons whom he~^escribed as the “young, single, . New- Ywi ' k ; 
and Chicago Jewish people", associated to some extent at Langley 
Field during the period 1939*19^2. Ke described this association 
as having meals together and occasionally holdln... dances and other 
“ffllld forms of entertainment*. He pointed out that PERL was not 
particularly socially Inclined and was more Interested In pursuing his 
studies of physics and related problems. However, on occasion •; 
WARSHAWSKY visited PERL at his room In Hampton, Virginia where 
both listened to records. 


WARSHAWSKY pointed out that he was trcuisferred to Cleveland 
In 19^2 and PERL came to Cleveland In late 19^3- Their association 
at Cleveland has been very limited, and In general restricted to 
luncheon meetings at the HACA cafeteria. Ke pointed out that PERL 
usually had luncheon with MILTON KLEIN and that he would Join them 
quite often although there was never any pre-arranged plan to 
their luncheon meetings. He also recalled that ALFRED BOBROVSKY 
was a late eater and perhaps on occasion did have luncheon with 
them although he could recall no specific Instance. Be also recalled 
that on occasion PERL had Ituicheon with a young girl whom he believed 
was employed in the 8' x 6* SSWT. He was unable to recall this 
clrl's name but advised he was certain that PERL's relationship 
with this girl was merely a casual, workingtime acquaintance. 

wArshaWSKY advised PERL had access to secret data but 
not to Atomlo Energy Commission data. VAP^HAWSKY himself has had 
Atomic Energy clearance since June 8, 19^8 but he pointed out that'': 
In all that time he has read only three Atomic Energy Cornmlsslon 
documents, and these documents referred to Instruments. He exple^ed 
that he had clearance only for the purpose of being able t.o dlseurse 
problems with scientists who desired to purchase or have made new 
instruments necessary In their work in Atomic Energy matters. It 
was his capacity to anprove or disapprove. the purchase of euoh 
Instruments# 



Director, FBI 


. . . 


j WARSHAWSKY aSylsed he had not heard of the Lexln-ton j '■ 
Report and it was his opinion that no one with Atomic Energy ' 
Coimnj.8Sion, clearance would furnish PERL Atomic Ener^iy CommlSBlon ' < ‘ 
restricted data unless the person did so maliciously. He did oolnt 
out, however, that PERL's reputation as a mathematician was con-, 
slderable and that it may well have been that someone working on . “ 
the nuclear propul^l^ oJ^alMraft_problems-could-have-requestcd~ 
~PERL-to-do-some"theoretlcal analysis. He felt, however, ’ that the * 
.problem could be given to PERL without disclosure of any restricted 
data, since such an analysis would of necessity involve only mure • 
xaathematlcs and/or physics. * 


WARSHAWSKY pointed out that he end BOBROWSKY had disagi^ed'^■ 
..violently on inany occasions while BOBROWSKY was working on shielding^' 
problems for the KEPA project but that despite this he felt it was 
not likely that BOBROWSKY would have furnished PERL any restricted/-: ; 
data. . . . , . . • 


He noted that PERL was transferred to the Materials and 
Stresses Building In late 19^9, and that while in that building 
he was engaged in a concentrated study of the physics of solids 
preparatory to becoming involved in the nuclear field. He stated \ 
it would be possible that PERL may have required some restricted 
data in adequately covering this field but he could see no reason 
for PERL having access to Atomic Energy Commission restricted 
data. 


WARSHAWSKY advised that while he and PERL were employed 
at Langlby Field he, WARSHAWSKY, used to visit New York at least 
■ once a year and definitely recalled being in New York City on 
December 7, 19^1* He advised, however, that he was certain ha. vVv. ^ 
had never made a trip to Hew York with PERL, nor does he ever * - • 
recall seeing PERL while visitixu. New York City. WARSHAWSKY also 
advised he was a meoiber of the CCNY alumni club at NACA Cleveland 
and he is certain that PERL has never participated in the activities 
of this club. 


. During the course of the interview WARSHAWSKY advised 
he had never been a member of the Communist Party nor any organi- 
sation declared subversive by the Attorney General or House Un- 
American Activities Committee. He stated he recalled a great r... 
deal of talk concerning antl-Pasclst organizations during the .vT 
Spanish Civil War but was certain he had never attended any of 
their .meetings nor had he ever contributed funds to these organl-^'V- 
zatioa^•'',^v ‘ 


Reference is made to Pairagraph 2, Page 2 of Bureau letter 
’ 'dated'Nay' 19, 1951 concerning information furnished by Hr. ROBERT 
BEIL in regard to the Lexington Report. Referenced letter indicates 
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Director, FBI 


that ‘Copies #87A of the Lexlnijton Rcoort and 88A were, according ' 
to NiCA records, charged out to AfiE SILVERSTEIN during the same, 
period. : , 


f 


Miss IRENE H. XIVES, secretary to the Director, Lewis 
Plight Propulsion Laboratory, NACA, Cleveland Airport, has advised 

thp.t copy 87A was charged out to Dr. LAWRarCE OT^s^OCKWAY^ln: 

October , 1948,- exact-date unlaiown:"recharged to ABE SILVERSTEIN 
L^n November 2, 1948; and subsequently recharged to . ALFRED R. 
^bOBRpWSKY during November, 1948, exact date unknown. There Is " 
pointed out that copy 8&A was not charged out to SILVERSTEIN until 
November 29, 1948, and in all probability both copies were not 
In SILVERSTEIN* 8 possession at the se^e. time. 

Miss KIVES, Who furnished the records of charge-outs ’ 
of the copies of the Lexington Report as Is reflected in referenced 
report. Is continuing her efforts to narrow the exact dates of ' 
charge-outs, and will furnish these at a future date. 


Very truly yours. 


R.^ AfiBATICCHIO 
Spefcrol Agent in Charge 
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Transmit the following message to: 
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uhliam fsrl, isp-a. 

I DATA CQTAiiELD TiiiicuGH iJACA, vAr^^Tij-ci'Co::, rro 

Hioa /I.TITUDS JET PIGIIIES FLANE APPARENTLY CAZ-UJli; i'ROM jAPPOni RZCEIVED 
BY KACA JA.SUAHY EII3TY PIRET, PORTY POIH, FRO?; TICIR V.RSr CO/ET 
RSPrtESEKTATIVS, COPY OF ^JTIICII nZP-CRT AVAILARIT: TO CTJ,:; CL'P.T^ L- RO?.-*.TCRY 
CF IIACA. FURRIER DIOEErn? II'RUTRY BRING 'PBB 3Y N'CA GR R IOBIITIYV 

ilACA OFFICIAL CIETIiTJUD UATIIIG OoGTOPY TIEC CC:EILr;”'I.M. AID .RAMI^-BILITi 

SAIffi FOR SXAiHilAZLQi; BY PERL. CLi:rAEL.^JID AED VTO P Y JFI-cnTB YO 

L0CA32 IP EIGHT 03S DATA lil FiLlw ll\CA rdlDII-a rj:a;:i:T 07 GCIPILTB Tiro ITO;: 
BUnELAU-HS ,^B0V3. 
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